
Exhibit B 
 

PHILADELPHIA BAR ASSOCIATION 
Procedures For Appeal To the Board of Governors From Denial of 

Panel Membership, Suspensions 
Or Removals From the Lawyer Referral and Information Service 

 
 
Background. 
 

1.1 The Philadelphia Bar Association’s Lawyer Referral and Information 
Service (the “Service”) has adopted Operating Rules (the “Operating 
Rules”) that were approved by the Board of Governors on May 29, 
1997. 

 
1.2 Section 4.7 of the Operating Rules (“Section 4.7”) provides for 

appeals from denial of panel membership in the Service as follows: 
 

4.7    Should the Service deny panel membership to an applicant 
under Rules 4.1 through 4.6, the applicant has the right to 
submit a request in writing at the Association within 30 days 
of notification of denial of panel membership, for an informal 
hearing before the LRIS Committee at one of the 
Committee’s regularly scheduled meetings.  Should the 
Committee affirm the denial of panel membership, the 
applicant has a further and final right of appeal to the Board 
of Governors of the Association, if such appeal request is 
submitted in writing at the Association within 30 days from 
receipt of an unsuccessful ruling by the LRIS Committee. 

 
1.3 Section 8.8 of the Operating Rules (“Section 8.8”) provides for the 

suspension or removal of a panel member from the Service as 
follows: 

 
8.8      The LRIS Committee Chair has the power to immediately 

suspend or remove a panel member from the Service for 
good cause including, but not limited to, non-compliance 
with Rules 7.5 through 8.4.  Should such action be taken, 
the panel member has the right to submit a request in 
writing at the Association within 30 days of such action to 
request an informal hearing before the LRIS Committee at 
one of the Committee's regularly scheduled meetings.  
Should the Committee affirm the action of the Chair, the 
panel member has a further and final right of appeal to the 



Board of Governors of the Association, if such appeal 
request is submitted in writing at the Association within 30 
days from receipt of an unsuccessful ruling by the LRIS 
Committee. 

 
1.4 The purpose of this document is to set out the exclusive procedures 

for appeals to the Board of Governors from adverse decisions of the 
LRIS Committee. 

 
2 Appeal Requests. 
 

2.1 An individual (the “Appellant”) wishing to appeal an adverse decision of 
the LRIS Committee pursuant to Section 4.7 and Section 8.8 shall deliver  
an appeal request (the “Appeal Request”) in writing to the Executive 
Director of the Association within 30 days after receipt by the Appellant of 
an adverse ruling by the LRIS Committee. 

 
2.2 Upon receipt of an Appeal Request, the Executive Director shall notify the 

Chancellor, the Chair of the Board of Governors, counsel to the Board of 
Governors, and such other members of the Board of Governors as 
directed by the Chancellor or the Chair of the Board of Governors.  

 
3   Reasons for LRIS Committee Decision. 
 

3.1 The reasons for the LRIS Committee’s decision shall be reduced to 
writing and mailed to the Appellant. 

 
3.2 The Appellant shall be given a copy of the statement of reasons for 

the LRIS Committee’s decision either at or subsequent to the 
informal hearing before the LRIS Committee, provided that this 
information shall be mailed to the Appellant at least twenty (20) days 
prior to the date the appeal is scheduled to be heard by the Board of 
Governors. 

 
4 Appeal Record. 
 

4.1 The Executive Director shall obtain from the LRIS Committee, or 
from the Association staff assigned to the LRIS, documentary 
material relating to the appeal (the “Appeal Record”). 

 
4.2 The Appeal Record shall contain at a minimum the notice of the 

LRIS Committee’s decision transmitted to the Appellant, the Appeal 
Request for hearing before the Board of Governors from the 
Appellant, the reasons for the LRIS Committee’s decision, and such 



other material as the Chancellor or the Chair of the Board of 
Governors shall direct. 

 
5 Scheduling of the appeal and notice to Appellant. 
 

5.1 The appeal shall be heard by the Board of Governors at a regularly 
scheduled meeting or at a special meeting Of the Board of 
Governors. The meeting at which the appeal is heard shall be one 
scheduled more than thirty (30) days after receipt of the Appeal 
Request. 

 
5.2 The Appellant shall be notified of the date at which the Board of 

Governors shall consider the appeal, which notice shall be mailed to 
the Appellant at least twenty (20) days prior to such date. 

 
5.3 The Appellant shall be informed that he or she shall have an 

opportunity to be heard by the Board of Governors as provided in 
these procedures and the Appellant shall be provided with a copy of 
these procedures and the Appeal Record. 

 
5.4 The Appellant may submit a written statement to the Executive 

Director for transmittal to the Board of Governors not later than 
seven (7) days prior to the meeting of the Board of Governors at 
which the appeal will be considered. 

 
6 Procedures Before the Board of Governors. 
 

6.1 Appeals from decisions of the LRIS Committee shall be treated as 
non-public matters and the Association’s staff and the Board shall 
use its best efforts to keep the matter private. 

 
6.2 The agenda of the meeting of the Board of Governors shall only 

state that there is an LRIS appeal to be heard in executive session. 
The members of the Board of Governors shall receive the Appeal 
Record in a separate, sealed envelope marked “confidential.” 

 
6.3 The appeal meeting with the Board of Governors shall be conducted 

in Executive Session at which only members of the Board of 
Governors, counsel to the Board of Governors, the Executive 
Director, the Appellant, counsel to the Appellant, if any, and 
representatives of and staff to the LRIS Committee shall attend. 

 
6.4 Procedures at the appeal meeting before the Board of Governors 



 
6.4.1 The Chair of the Board of Governors shall preside over any 

meeting of the Board of Governors at which appeals pursuant 
to Section 8.8 are heard by the Board of Governors. 

 
6.4.2 The LRIS Committee shall be given fifteen (15) minutes to 

explain the basis for the LRIS Committee’s decision to deny 
LRIS panel membership, suspend or remove the Appellant 
from LRIS Panel membership, why these reasons constitute 
good cause for such denial, suspension or removal, and why 
such a result is in the best interest of the Association. 

 
6.4.3 The Appellant and/or counsel for Appellant shall then be given 

fifteen (15) minutes to explain the reasons why the Appellant 
disagrees with the LRIS Committee’s decision to deny LRIS 
panel membership, suspend or remove the Appellant from 
LRIS Panel membership, why the reasons given do not 
constitute good cause for such denial, suspension or removal 
and why such suspension or removal is not in the best 
interest of the Association. 

 
6.4.4 Questions shall be submitted to the Chair by members of the 

Board of Governors. No member other than the Chair shall be 
permitted to question the Appellant or the LRIS Committee 
Representatives. 

 
6.4.5 After the presentations by the LRIS Committee and the 

Appellant, the representatives of the LRIS Committee, the 
Appellant, his or her counsel, if any, and all other non-Board 
members except counsel to the Board of Governors and the 
Executive Director shall be excused from the meeting. 

 
6.4.6 The Board shall proceed to consider the appeal at that or a 

subsequent meeting and shall determine, by majority vote of 
those present and voting at a meeting at which a quorum is 
present, whether the best interests of the Association would 
be furthered by affirming or overruling the decision of the 
LRIS Committee. 

 
6.4.7 In considering the appeal, any member of the Board serving 

on the same LRIS panel(s) as the Appellant shall recuse 
himself or herself and shall not vote on the appeal. 

 



6.4.8 The Chancellor or the Chair of the Board of Governors shall 
notify the Appellant and the LRIS Committee in writing 
whether the Board decided to affirm or overrule the decision 
of the LRIS Committee. 

 
7 Decision of the Board of Governors final and binding. 
 

7.1 The decision of the Board of Governors shall be final and binding on 
the Appellant and the LRIS Committee. 

 
7.2 After the decision of the Board of Governors is rendered neither the 

Appellant nor the LRIS Committee shall have any further right of 
appeal whatsoever. 

 
 
8 Reapplication for LRIS panel membership. 
 

8.1 When the decision of the LRIS Committee to deny, suspend or 
remove an Appellant is sustained by the Board of Governors, the 
Appellant may reapply for panel membership after the lapse of no 
less than one (1) year after the date of the Board’s final decision. 

 
8.2 In the event an Appellant reapplies for panel membership, the LRIS 

Committee may admit or readmit that person to panel membership 
if, in the discretion of the LRIS Committee, the LRIS Committee 
determines that the best interests of the Association would be 
served by such admission or readmission. A decision not to admit or 
readmit such an individual to panel membership shall be final and 
binding on such individual. 
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